
 

Green Communities 2026 RFP for Development of Green Building Tools 

Questions & Answers 

General Questions 

1. Is there a page limit or expectation for the individual proposals?  

 

There is no page limit expectations for responses to this RFP.  

 

2. Is Enterprise requesting fixed fee proposals or will the work be billed hourly?  

 

Enterprise will establish a fee structure with selected vendors based on agreed upon 

scopes-of-work and schedule. Formal scopes-of-work, project schedules and budgets will 

be negotiated upon individual vendor selection. 

 

3. What is Enterprise’s review process for approving the new tools? For example, will 

they be submitted for public comment?  

During the development of tools, we may elect to share a draft version with trusted 

development partners to test for usability and clarity. We do not anticipate a public 

comment period for all tools, however, applicants are welcome to suggest a public 

comment period in their proposed approach to tool development as they see fit. 

4. Should the scope include tool revisions after they are issued by Enterprise?  

No, not at this time.  

5. For the specifications in B & C, and Materials screening tools, what kind of information 

are you looking for in the outline of proposed content given that they aren't manual or 

narrative type tools.  For example, are you looking for functionalities that could be 

offered? 

Please use the “outline of proposed content” section to provide insights into the 

structure, functionality, and subject matter of the final product that you are proposing.  

Please ensure this outline responds to the details described in the scope (whether for 

product A, B, C, D, etc).   

 

A. 2026 Criteria Cost Survey 



1. Does Enterprise have access to subscription-based cost estimating databases (e.g., RS 

Means or comparable), and if so, could a contractor access cost estimating data via this 

subscription for the purpose of conducting this task? 

Enterprise does have access to a RS Means account. However, according to our 

organizational policies, a third party would not be able to utilize this account for the 

purpose of conducting this task. 

B and C: B. 2026 Criteria Single Family Specifications & C. 2026 Criteria Multifamily 

Specifications 

1. Has Enterprise received feedback on the model specifications developed for the 2015 

EGC for single family and multifamily projects?  We are interested in any stakeholder 

feedback that might influence the approach for deliverables B and C. 

We have received general feedback that the specifications are very useful for teams, 

translating the content of the Green Communities Criteria into actionable guidance for 

design teams, general contractors, and trades.  The specs have been included in public 

bid packages to guide submissions for projects, have been edited by project teams to 

reflect their specific selection of green criteria, and have been a key tool for project 

teams and stakeholders to adopt and implement Green Communities Criteria into their 

working documents and accountability plans. 

2. Is the Multifamily Spec Companion matrix available to review?  The link on this 

webpage seems to be broken.  

Please see the matrices linked here: 

Single Family Specifications Comparison Matrix: 

https://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/sites/default/files/2015-criteria-single-family-

spec-companion-matrix.xlsx  

Multifamily Specifications Comparison Matrix: 

https://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/sites/default/files/mf_matrix_2015_final.xlsx 

3. Under Deliverables B and C, is the contractor expected to also update the Excel-based 

companion matrix resources?  

Yes, we would like the vendor to update the excel-based companion matrix resources as 

well. Though, applicants may propose alternative formatting or a refreshed approach to 

this matrix-version. 

 

https://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/sites/default/files/2015-criteria-single-family-spec-companion-matrix.xlsx
https://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/sites/default/files/2015-criteria-single-family-spec-companion-matrix.xlsx
https://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/sites/default/files/mf_matrix_2015_final.xlsx


4. For Deliverable B (single family specifications update), is it expected that the 

contractor would update the “Scopes of Work” tool as well? This tool is referenced in 

the MasterSpec Word document and links back to it.  

No, not at this time. 

5. Is the spec package specifically only for rehabs?   

No, not specifically and exclusively. The project teams that most often request these 

documents are those undergoing a rehabilitation but we see them as transferable and 

helpful for new developments as well.  

6. For the specifications, please confirm that content provided for technical sections 

(Divisions 2 on) is limited to language supporting the submittals and requirements of 

the Green Communities criteria, not full technical specifications for green features like 

a PV spec or spec for heat pump water heating. 

 

Yes, that is a correct understanding of what is being requested in this RFP for the 

specifications (B / C). 

 

7. Would you be open to combining the spec package into one document?  

Yes, so long as it’s clear when specifications are written for single family, and multifamily 

or some subset of those classifications.  

8. If you would like two packages, would it be possible to do multifamily and single 

family packages rather than a single family/low rise multifamily and mid/high rise 

multifamily?  

Yes, it would be acceptable to organize the specifications in the manner described. 

D. Submittal Tool for Energy & Ventilation Verification 

1. Does Tool D include alterations of the ZOT planning document itself or just reporting 

on the fields in that document?   

 

We do not anticipate that Tool D will include any substantial alternations of the ZOT 

planning document itself.  However, the ZOT planning template may be modified if 

necessary based on consultant’s review of the document for clarity, accuracy and 

functionality, and should be incorporated into the overall workbook for this submittal. 

Ideally, building and energy use information input in the workbook would be 



streamlined such that data fields in the ZOT planning document (including but not 

limited to building size, emissions, fuel sources etc.) correspond to these same data 

fields elsewhere in the workbook where those occur for demonstrating compliance with 

other criteria. 

 

2. For Scope D: How much information are you looking to collect in the spreadsheet? Are 

you looking for photo documentation or just data entry? 

Just data entry.  The intent of this tool is to reduce duplicative data entry by project 

teams and to clarify compliance with all of the requirements associated with the criteria 

listed in the RFP for this scope item.  Our aspiration for a single tool, rather than for 

separate tools for each of the criteria referenced in this scope, is to improve the 

experience for project teams and review staff. 

Space for photos or other media is not needed. 

3. Our firm is planning to submit a proposal for 'D. Submittal Tool for Energy & 

Ventilation Verification' and we would like to get more clarity on the scope of work 

involved in the 2026 criteria. We had some difficulty tracking down the requirements 

of each of the criteria listed (copied below), as there is not direct alignment with the 

2020 Criteria: 5.1 Energy Planning, 5.2a Building Performance New Construction, 5.2b 

Building Performance Rehabilitation, 5.3 Advanced Building Performance, 5.5 Peak 

Demand Control, 5.7 Renewable Energy, 7.5 Clean Air: Ventilation. Is a draft of the EGC 

2026 available, or would we be able to see the language for sections relevant to the 

tool?  

Please see current drafts of relevant criteria requirements at the end of this document; 

minor changes may be made before year end.  

4. The RFP states…. “Across these criteria, there’s a need to update the current calculator 

for projects to use, following the ASHRAE, ERI, and prescriptive certification pathway, 

as well as updating and incorporating the ASHRAE model cover sheet and our sampling 

protocol.”  Is the current ASHRAE model cover sheet available in the currently posted 

5.1a or 5.1b templates?   

Yes, the ASHREA model cover sheet is the “ASHRAE report” tab within the current 5.1a 

and 5.1b templates. 

E. Submittal Tool for Material Screening (6.1) and Material Selection (6.4) 

1. Will Enterprise make any substantive changes to either criterion (6.1 or 6.4) before the 

final version is released?   



There were substantial changes to Criterion 6.1 after a draft for public comment was 

released in August.  Criterion 6.1 Material Screening has changed to focus exclusively on 

the review of product categories with material health and carbon evaluation tools. The 

final requirements of criterion 6.1 Material Screening are included at the end of this file.   

Changes were made to Criterion 6.4 Material Selection (note: this criterion was 

numbered as 6.5 in the Public Comment version) between the draft for public comment 

version and the final version but the overall purpose and requirements remain similar, 

with a few options added or removed across categories and product types.  Refer to the 

end of this file for the requirements of that criterion. 

 

2. The 6.1 Material Screening criterion requires an Enterprise-approved training. Should 

the Submittal Tool include a training module (i.e., PowerPoint or equivalent) on how to 

improve material selection? If not, what tool deliverable is expected? 

The final version of Criterion 6.1 Material Screening no longer has a requirement to 

complete an Enterprise approved training. Thus no deliverable is expected for training. 

See the answer for the previous question for specific language contained within the final 

version of this criterion.  

3.  For the 6.4 Material Selection tool, does Enterprise prefer a relatively simple upgrade 

to the equivalent 2024 tool? Or should the proposal include Excel features to improve 

the user experience?  

The 2024 tool may be used as a guide for the tool for the 2026 Criteria.  However, the 

tool must be updated to reflect the material selection guidance within the 2026 Criteria 

and to ensure effective and accurate use by end users.  Suggestions to improve the user 

experience are very welcome. 

The existing tool was built to support partners certifying to the 2020 Green Communities 

Criteria – supporting them in documenting certification compliance for criterion 6.4 

Healthier Material Selection and 6.5 Environmentally Responsible Material Selection. 

The new tool will have a similar purpose and functionality but for material selection 

criteria within the 2026 Criteria – the tool will help support partners in demonstrating 

their achievement of material selection criteria and certifying their projects to the 2026 

Criteria. 

Because the material selection criteria have changed between the 2020 and 2026 

versions of the program, the tool will need to change as well.  Ease of use is a priority.  

No specific additional features are required, although we welcome suggestions from 

applicants.   



As this new tool is intended to link together 6.1 Material Screening and 6.4 Material 

Selection, the tool will likely need to be reconsidered in terms of its organization, and 

presentation, as well as the technical specifics of those two criteria. However, we do not 

expect additional use cases.  Please refer to the RFP for more details.   

F. Operations, Maintenance and Resident Engagement Tools 

1. What is the desired file format for this deliverable?   

The resources developed for F. Operations, Maintenance and Resident Engagement Tools 

could be delivered in a format that would allow for easy editing by end users. Any 

combination of .doc, .docx, .xls, and .pdf would be appropriate depending on 

material/format. 

2. For the Manuals in F - Does Enterprise want to use existing graphic style with updated 

content, and updated graphics where needed? If so, what will Enterprise provide for 

original files to work with?   

As noted in the RFP, we will share the Enterprise brand guidelines with awardees to 

ensure that each deliverable reflects Enterprise’s visual identity. 

For the manuals associated with criteria 8.1 and 8.3, please consider the manual 

templates that are publicly available for the 2020 Criteria (and linked within the RFP) as 

the original files; no other original files will be shared.  For the manual associated with 

Criterion 8.2, please refer to Enterprise’s Business Continuity Toolkit for source material; 

this is linked within the RFP.   

These tools are intended to be customized and updated by owners/operators – thus the 

formatting and graphic styles of the templates should focus on simplicity and clarity of 

content.  Updating the content is a higher priority than updating the graphic style, for 

these deliverables.  

 

3. Is Enterprise interested in or looking to update the graphic style across the manuals?  

As noted in the RFP, we will share the Enterprise brand guidelines with awardees to 

ensure that each deliverable reflects Enterprise’s visual identity. 

Ideally, all three of these manuals (8.1 Building Operations and Maintenance Manual; 

8.2 Emergency Management Manual 8.3 Resident Manual) should have a consistent 

graphic style that makes them feel complimentary. As noted above, these tools are 

intended to be customized and updated by owners/operators – so the formatting should 

focus on simplicity and clarity of content. 

 

 



  



Please see current drafts of relevant criteria requirements below; minor changes may be made 

before year end. 

 

Criterion 5.1 Energy Planning 

 

Criterion 5.2a Building Performance: New Construction 

 

Criterion 5.2b Building Performance: Rehabilitation 

 



 

 



 

Criterion 5.3 Advanced Building Performance 

 



 

 

Criterion 5.5 Peak Demand Control 

 

Criterion 5.7 Renewable Energy 



 

  



Criterion 6.1 Product Category Screening 

 

  



Criterion 6.4 Advanced Material Selection 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Criterion 7.5 Clean Air: Ventilation 

 

Criterion 8.1 Building Operations & Maintenance Manual and Plan 



 

Criterion 8.2 Emergency Management Manual 



 

Criterion 8.3 Resident Manual 

 



 

 

 


