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Affordability is now a common concern

Better measurements of “success” needed

Health & Education intersections and alignment with rural development

Climate Change/Disaster/Energy

Outdoor Rec Economy: link environment & local asset building - equity

Rural Development Hubs: focus for capacity investments

Thrive Rural/WealthWorks: what does building wealth locally & systems

change in rural look like?

What is a better narrative for rural places?

Opportunities for Rural



Interdependence & Interconnectedness

Doing Rural Development Differently
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WealthWorks - www.wealthworks.org



Communities and Native nations across the rural 
United States are healthy places where each 

and every person belongs, lives with dignity, and thrives.

THE THRIVE RURAL FRAMEWORK
ULTIMATE OUTCOME



Local-Level Building Blocks
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THRIVE RURAL
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Collaborate as an essential way of being
and doing.

Are of their region, know their region,
and build trust in their region.

Bridge issues and silos.

Take and tolerate risk.

Analyze at the systems level and
intentionally address gaps in the systems. 

Qualities of Hubs



Aspen CSG convenes a wide-ranging set of rural practitioners, advocates, &
policymakers to address an “action gap” that stands in the way of changing

systems and/or behavior critical to driving rural progress.

Thrive Rural Action-Learning Exchange (TRALE)



Bonita.Robertson@AspenInstitute.org
Chris.Estes@AspenInstitute.org 

www.AspenCSG.org
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